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selves for service and sacrifice. It was the most wonderful
demonstration of loyalty ever seen in an Empire so widely
scattered and so loosely held as ours. Sentiment, despised
by cynics, so frail as it had seemed to hostile observers, was
found to be stronger than self-interest, stronger than obedience,
stronger than any Imperial power based on military despotism
or autocratic rule. These young free nations overseas, so
impatient of control and restraint, offered all they had in
manhood and wealth to the Mother Country from whom they
had sprung. Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and South
Africa said, ' We axe with you to the death/ and they were
not idle words. From backwoods and ranches, from sheep-
farms and wheat-fields, from factories and workshops and
timber-yards, their men went to enrol themselves for service
and were in a hurry to reach the battlefields of Europe. Even
India, in which there had been some revolt against British
rule, was for the most part loyal to the British Croxvn and
people. The Indian Princes youred out their wealth. The
Indian cavalry of Sikhs, Pathans and other fighting races
came over to France, where they suffered agony in wet
trenches under* German high-explosive fire, and to Egypt,
Palestine and Mesopotamia, where they fought gallantly in
conditions more suited to their way of life. There was not a
far outpost of the Empire from which we did not get a con-
tingent of volunteers.

In many cases they were ' homing birds ' who came back
to defend the parent nest. The first drafts from Canada and
Australia contained a large majority of English-born men, or
Scots and Irish, who had gone out in their youth. From all
the Dominions overseas came the brothers and cousins of our
own men who were also storming the recruiting offices and
offering their lives.

These Colonials, as we still called them, coming in wave
after wave of splendid manhood, were the heirs to that
spirit of adventure*which had built up the Empire, and in
their souls was the same courage that had inspired the pioneers